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Denny was my freshman dorm

We are in the process of getting
Sammy started with Job Corp for stone
masonry

The Plans of God's Heart

(Shekinah is attending Wayesnburg
University for Nursing. )

Class of 2020

"...he (God) frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations" Psalm 33:10-11
It has truly been a season of the Lord frustrating our plans, and replacing them with his own. I know many of our students
and families have been feeling similarly-- ESPECIALLY OUR SENIORS. Yet, when the Lord frustrates our plans, he always
replaces them with the plans of his heart, and we can trust that they are good (even when they don't initially feel good)
because the heart of the Lord is always for us (Romans 8:31).
At Urban Impact, it is my job to support students through and beyond high school until they are firmly planted & thriving in a
post-secondary track. The Class of 2020 was the first cohort of UIF students who I got to support as they discerned God's plan
for life after high school. While senior year is usually a year marked by anxious planning, anticipation for the future, and
celebratory closure, for the class of 2020, it was characterized instead by crisis, scrambling, and uncertainty as they made big
decisions for their futures in the midst of a pandemic. This group of students had to be steadfast and resilient as the Lord
frustrated their plans and replaced them with his own. They have had to plan & make back up plans, sacrifice their ideals,
adapt their goals, and make big transitions during unprecedented times.
I have been deeply encouraged as I have watched these these students adapt with maturity and find ways to celebrate
amidst disappointment. I am confident that the Lord has used the challenges of this season to prepare them to conquer
mighty things in their futures. I have felt so blessed to have been invited to celebrate their senior year with them. This June,
we got creative and held a Senior Celebration Drive Through with music, noise-makers, signs, & gifts!
Please pray with me for these graduates, that they keep their eyes fixed on Jesus as they step forward into a new
chapter of life. Pray, also, that they would discover all that God has called them to, and called them to be!

Learning Lab

School Away from School

Like most schools across the country, the Pittsburgh Public Schools had to make a decision about how to safely & effectively
administer learning this year. In early August, they made a decision to start the first 9 weeks of the school year (at least)
completely remote. I am concerned about the impact this will have on student instruction. However, I am encouraged

time & time again that I have been able to be a part of a ministry that is actively
adjusting/adapting to meet the ever changing needs of our community. In
response to the school board's decision, Urban Impact decided to open as a
place for students to come an do their remote learning on site with our staff and
volunteers, who will be available for help and accountability. We are calling
these Learning Labs
I am particularly excited because, in the Options Department, we will be serving
high school students from Perry. As many of you know, Perry is a school where I
spent a significant amount of time last year, building relationships with students
& staff. I felt as though I was finally establishing myself & figuring out my ministry
there when COVID-19 hit; so, I am eager to once again wrap around this school &
support their students.
Please pray with me that the Lord will bring the students who he would have
us serve in this season. Thank God also, for the opportunity to continue &
develop our relationships with the Pittsburgh Public Schools & to support
these students in such a vital way.

We're Engaged!!!!!

"The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him; to the one who seeks him." Lamentations 3:25
O how this scripture so resonates in my heart, as I announce that Bryce and I
are engaged! The Lord has been so good to us! Just last year, upon college
graduation, I was anticipating/expecting engagement. Yet, God had other
plans. He was calling us to live, grow, and minister apart before He called us
together in marriage. How deeply I lamented; but my lament quickly turned to
praise as I experienced the richness of the Lord’s presence and blessings in
that season. Now Bryce and I are eagerly looking forward to all that the Lord
has in store for us as He invites us into marriage, knowing that God is calling
us to it & has been preparing us for it.
Please pray with us and for us that we will seek & hope in the Lord even more
fervently as we prepare for life and ministry together! May we remain in the
center of His will!

Thank You

September 3rd marked my one year anniversary as an Urban Missionary with Urban
Impact! I remember back to when God first called me to this work, wondering how I
was possibly going to raise the support necessary for me to minister in this place.
Through your faithfulness to give, pray and volunteer, God not only provided the
financial support for my ministry, but he also provided me with a family of supporters
who have become so integrated in my life & ministry. What a joy it is to be a member of
the Body! Your faithfulness bolsters & encourages my own. I praise God for you and for
the privilege it is to share in Kingdom work together. THANK YOU!!!

